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In Memoriam – LVRCC Member Chuck Piddisi
By Alec Sonenthal, A Personal Remembrance
On March 18, 1011 we lost LVRCC member Chuck Piddis to an ATV accident at
Dumont Dunes near Baker, CA.
Everyone knew Chuck, a great guy who was a fixture at Bennett Field,
along with his wife Deborah and daughter Candace. In particular, we all
applauded Candace and her dad flying almost weekend, together.
I was friends with Chuck and Candace in that casual way folks do at the
flying field. Chuck was always happy to give advice, lend a tool and help
novice flyers such as myself.
Chuck was a passionate man…whether it was his airplanes, his ATV activities, or
barbecuing with friends and family at home, Chuck truly enjoyed life.
We lost Chuck all too soon, and I know I speak for the entire LVRCC when
I say, Good Landings, Chuck…

An AMA Gold Leader Club
Riders from all over showed up April 23 at Dumont Dunes to share in a memorial ride honoring the
memory of Chuck Piddisi. The LVRCC is also planning a memorial fun-fly in the very near future.



The temperature is between 50 and 60 degrees. The sun is
shining and there is just a faint hint of a breeze. Michael and
I have lived in Nevada long enough where we fit in the cate-
gory of “thinned blood”. It’s obvious, just look at me. I’m
wearing a t-shirt, flannel shirt, sweatshirt, overstuffed ski
jacket, lined sweat pants, heavy socks, a knit cap, knit scarf
and heavy gloves. It’s almost noon and Michael and I are
standing by the fence. No one is flying.

The captain comes over the loud speaker and invites every-
one to “come aboard”. We head to the front deck to find a
seat. The ship leaves the dock and we are heading toward
Catalina Island to find the elusive lingering whale. The
ocean is still and there is no sign of it. The beer and chips
are disappearing quickly. Looking for a whale in the Pacific
Ocean is not at the top of the most exciting things to do on a
Sunday afternoon.

Most whales  have left the area for the winter feeding
grounds off Mexico and Hawaii. Everyone on board is look-
ing in different directions and then the call is heard, “off to
the right at 2 o’clock.” Cameras ready, everyone is pointing,
and there it is. The slight disturbance in the water and then
the beautiful curve of the back, we wait for what seems for-
ever, then the tail comes up and splashes back in. Everyone
is giddy with excitement asking, “Did you see that?”

Then the search is on again for more whale sign. The ship
turns right, then circles to the left. Everyone points and now
it’s on the other side. The naturalist from the Aquarium of
the Pacific is now telling us all about whales and other
ocean critters. The whale we spotted stayed with us for
about 40 minutes. The spouting and diving made the trip
extra special.

We had a quiet trip back into shore. We saw some seals and
sea birds. As we are disembarking,

the captain invited us back for another cruise in the spring. I
thought it might be a good idea to catch the whales heading
north. They go to Alaska for the summer. At least I can
leave the jacket, hat scarf and gloves home, but I better re-
member the suntan lotion.

A View from the Fence...
                                                                                                                     By Anita Rost
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To Rebuild or Not to Rebuild
By Angel Moreno
This seems to be the burning question around the field
these days. I have found myself in many conversations
with fellow pilots that have had the misfortune of a “Un-
scheduled Landing”. I have said it before and I will con-
tinue to say it “We can rebuild
anything”. Although many think it is
just not worth it, what I find in
a good rebuild is the knowledge gained,
appreciation for the engineering, and
more than anything, what quality is or
isn’t in many cases. My wife and I re-
cently came across an opportunity to
rebuild a “Electrostik”, after a mishap one of our mem-
bers had with another pilot.
Now, yes we could have bought the whole ARF kit for
around $120.00 but that is totally against our style. So
after looking at it, we all opted to just get a new Fuselage
and repair the wing. The fuse was around $60.00 and
about the same for the wing by itself. Now, we are very

confident in our abilities and the wing was the
perfect place to use them. After picking up a roll
of covering and using other colors we had, the
wing cost us around $10.00 to repair and make
look like it would fly again.
 Keep in mind, we only used about $2.00 of the
covering which leaves plenty for more repairs

later. We all have bits and pieces
of wood lying around, so almost
no cost for that. I know so many
of us would have just said to re-
place it all, as I mentioned before,
there is a lot of good that can
come of rebuilding things. So
many times we are all in a rush to

get things to us, if we just take a little bit of time
we would really save us some money and have a
chance to learn more about our airplanes. With
the way things are today, couldn’t we all use a
way to save a little cash?
Now I ask you all again, “To rebuild or not to re-
build”? I say let’s all REBUILD!!!!!



Randy Woodbridges reports a very successful sail-
plane event, the first held in 2011. The event was the
F5j Sailplane event held on March 5 & 6 at the Star
Nursery Fields next to Bennett Field.
Fourteen pilots showed up their sailplanes for a great
two-day progam. There were ten lanes of pilots com-
peting, and in the end, Alan Szabo Senior took first
place, Thomas Hart second, and Ryan Hart third.
Hat's off to Randy for organizing the event, Rockie Roper for
serving as CD and scorekeeper, Alan Szabo Sr for handling
the sound system and music, and Greg Clemenson for taking
the photos. The next competition is scheduled for May 14-
15, 2011 at the Star Nursery Fields.
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Congressional Awareness Campaign on FAA Regulations Get Attention

After more than 85,000 letters to Congress expressing con-
cern regarding FAA's intent to regulate model aviation, our
message has been heard in the nation's capital.
Members of Congress have responded with dozens of
letters of support and many congressional leaders have
pledged to advocate for the hobby. As of this writing,
Congress is considering measures to exempt model
aviation from onerous and unnecessary restrictions.
Although it is too early to tell how this will play out,

we can certainly say that our Congressional Awareness
campaign was highly successful in bringing these is-
sues to the attention of our elected officials.
As the awareness campaign draws to a close, we are
suspending additional letter writing efforts; however,
now is not the time to let our guard down. The aero-
modeling community is urged to remain vigilant and
regularly check www.modelaircraft.org/gov for up-
dates and another call to action if needed.

Sailplanes Out in Force for Fun March Event at Star Nursery Field



SETTING 2011 GOALS

I have not talked about setting
goals yet this year but I have set a
few goals for the Club and myself:

1. Increase Community Events
2. Promote Model Aviation
3. Continue Increasing
 Membership

4.  Add More Events Requiring Club Participation
5. Increase Meeting Attendance
6. Improve the Enjoyment of Flying at the Field

Some improvements have already happened. The Agree-
ment to co-operate the field is in place and AMA Member-
ship is being checked. The County is making new signage
and I expect them to be in place soon.

Wayne McGartlin and Rockie Roper have made copies of
Bennett pilots 2011 AMA cards and provided lanyards so
everyone can wear their card in plain view. This helps all of
us in recognizing those who are complying with AMA
membership and those who are not. If you have not had
yours copied see Wayne or Rockie.

I need your help. Please let me know how to accomplish
these goals. I have been told by some that the meeting
time/day are not convenient. Tell me when and where you
would like to have a meeting – give me some alternatives.
Tell me what events you would like to see returned to the
field, or fresh ideas you have to increase participation in the
Club. The idea is to put the ‘Fun’ back into flying. Come to
the next meeting and express your views.

See you at the field,
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From the Pilots Seat
                                                                                 By Tom Brandt, President, LVRC

Getting started in model aviation can be pretty easy. Some-
times, that model you buy is ready right out of the box.
But, more often that not, Almost-
Ready-to-Fly (ARF) means quite a few
hours putting your new plane into fly-
able condition. And, on occasion, you
may find your new airplane in need of a
few repairs!
A beginner does not need a lot of fancy
tools to do a good job. However, there
are a few inexpensive tools that make
life easier:
� X-acto blade and holder, usually a

number 11 for most jobs.
� Coping saw.
� Razor saw to cut across grain and

hardwood.
� T-pins. They come in three sizes, but

generally the small and medium siz-
es are the most useful.

� 18-inch steel ruler is very handy. If the ruler tends to slip
when using, try spraying with 3M-77 on the down side.
Once dry, it acts as an antiskid.

� 90° plastic triangles for squaring assemblies. (Video cas-
sette boxes are square, will stand alone, and are very use-

ful for holding two parts such as a
horizontal and vertical stabilizer when
assembling.)
�Sandpaper; aluminum oxide sandpa-
per is best. This is sold at auto paint
stores, has a long life, and is often less
expensive than what is found at hard-
ware and model stores.
�Sanding blocks. Always use a sanding
pad or block. Various lengths of sus-
pended ceiling tile grid make good,
lightweight sanding blocks. (Use 3M-
77 spray or rubber cement to attach
sandpaper strips to a sanding block.
Use a heat gun to loosen the adhesive
when it must be replaced.)
�A couple of bottles of cyanoacrylate
(CA) glues. Get a bottle of thin and
thick, which takes longer to cure but

can be extremely useful for making repairs in tricky plac-
es.

� Some rubber bands, some masking tape, and even a few
spring clips come in handy from time to time!

Getting Geared Up for Model Aviation - Some Tips for Beginners!
By Jim Kitchen, Editor, Sierra Flyers Newsletter



Club News and Views
Upcoming Meetings

� May 19, 2011
� June 16, 2011
� July 21, 2011
� August 18, 2011

All meetings are at 7:00 p.m. In the back room
of the Skyline Casino Restaurant. Show up an
hour early for dinner with fellow club members!
Trainer Days

� May 21, 2011
� June 18, 2011
� July 16, 2011
� August 20, 2011

Don’t miss these great opportunities to get
started in RC flight. Our club instructors are on
hand and ready to show you the ropes!
Membership Update
We are approaching 100 members, and we are
having one of our best years ever! Let your
friends know that supporting the LVRCC sup-
ports model aviation, field management and
lots of other benefits! Not to mention a great
holiday party and fun fly-ins at the field!

· 2011 Dues and Membership Cards. We
collecting 2011 dues and handing out mem-
bership cards. You can pay at the next
meeting, or if you see Rocky Roper at the
field, you can drop off a check there. Let
one of the club officers know if you need
your card and they will get it to you!

William Bennett Field Reminders
Our flying field is a fabulous asset and a great
place to fly, but there are some reminders for all
who fly there:

· No equipment, fuel, planes or helicopters
can be on the picnic benches under the
shelter, under any  circumstances!

· You must have a current AMA card in your
possession at all times!

· Flying is allowable from 7:00 a.m. to dusk.
· Fly courteously, fly friendly, fly safe!

Please note that Clark County Park Police may
ticket you for any of these infractions, so be
warned!
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LVRC Flight Instructors
Are Here to Help!

Membership has it privileges, and being a member of the LVRC
has lot’s of benefits. One of the great benefits, especially for
beginners, are our club instructors. Even if you aren’t a club
member, our instructors are still happy to work with you!
Each instructor is AMA certified to train and instruct, and more
important, are happy and willing to spend time with you! It’s not
just time in the air, either!
Each of these instructors will assist you in flight prep, the essen-
tials of flight, equipment management, and much more. If you have
construction challenges, repairs, or just fine-tuning the performance of
your plane or helicopter, they’ll be there for you as well. So, whether
you just come out to the field, come to a meeting, or simply call one of
these guys, get out there and get started!

Brad Rich
zvent@yahoo.com, 302-6016

Chad Lindamood
chadlindamood@yahoo.com

Dan Garcia
daniel.rcplanesgarcia@gmail.com, 767-9977

Wayne McGartlin
mcgartlin@cox.net, 275-0604

Mike Kissack
fordmw6996@cox.net, 752-7172

Mike Rost
mikerost@juno.com, 914-0469



Dansey's Hobbies
4252 E. Charleston Blvd.

(702) 453-7223

Henderson Hobbies
117 Water Street
(702) 834-4024

Hobby People West
2610 S. Decatur Blvd

(702) 871-6191

Hobbytown USA
5085 W. Sahara Ave.

(702) 889-9554

Hobby People East
5466 Boulder Hwy

(702) 547-2204

Nice Twice Hobbies
3111 S. Valley View Blvd,

 # A-117
(702) 876-2280

Area Hobby Stores Fabulous Las Vegas Fun Fly a Huge Success!

Las Vegas Radio Control Club
Post Office Box 20818
Las Vegas, Nevada 89122


