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It’s Our Annual Getting Started in RC Edition!
By Alec Sonenthal
Every time you drive by Sam Boyd Stadium, you notice
all those airplanes and helicopters flying around…what’s
going on?
You drive up and see something really fun. All types of
folks, all types of airplanes and helicopters, and everyone
is having a blast! You think to yourself….”this looks
really fund!”
Where to start? How to get started?
While there’s a lot to figure out, it’s really very easy to
get started in RC flight. Local hobby shops have ready-tofly (RTF) planes ready to fly out of the box, and there are
lots of folks out there ready to help you get started. With
just a little direction, a little help, it really is very easy to
get in the air and get
flying!
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This special edition of
the Aerial View is dedicated to both newcomers
and old-timers...anyone
who wants to explore
something new, get back
to something old, and
just get more involved in
the sport.
Over the years, all of us
in this great sport really
know the secret to jumping into the hobby - finding someone not just to
train you, but to mentor
you in the ins- and outsof this hobby.
And while you can usually find someone at one of
the fields to help out, it
can be very important to
find someone with good
trainer
qualifications.
Someone willing to in-

vest a little time with you, to make sure you learn things
the right way.
Beyond that, there’s good advice on what type of equipment to buy, to go nitro or electric, what the heck is ARF
versus ready to fly ...there’s lot’s to learn in this sport.
All of our club instructors are available to answer questions, flight check your new bird, and generally help out
where needed.
In this edition we will:
Profile one of our club instructors
Examine the benefits of club membership and how
it can get you started in RC
See some resources for learning more about
the sport.
Learn about getting started in electric flight
Much more!
So, please take the time to read this issue, and come to one
of the meetings of your local RC club ...and don’t be
afraid to talk to the flyers at the field. We’ve all started
where you are staring, and we’ll all willing to help!

From the Pilots Seat
By Wayne McGartlin President, LVRC
A Great Year Awaits Us!
Membership for 2012 has already hit the 77 mark and will
continue to climb as the year
goes by. Your Club officers have
meet with the County and will
try to have improvements made
at the field with the County’s
cooperation. Removing the fence
on the West side of the field and removing the
trees/brush on the North West side of the runway
topped the list.
The Fabulous Las Vegas Fun Fly is rapidly approaching; the best helicopter pilots in the world will be at
Bennett Field this spring. We will need everyone’s help
cooking, setting up and taking down at the end of the
event. This is one of the few chances we have to make
a few bucks to help the club carry out its goals for
2012.
The first Fun Fly and swap meet in years, (a.k.a.) RC
Palooza 2012 headed up by Alec Sonenthal will be on
April 21, 2012 at Bennett Field. Come out and support
your club and have some fun doing it.

The New Year’s Day Potluck was a tremendous success as a result of the members pitching in. We cooked
and served seven Turkey’s, three hams and a huge assortment of other foods. Over one hundred people were
served by your club members and officers. Both the
Las Vegas Radio Control Club and the Las Vegas Circle Burners alternated flying throughout the day until
sunset.
Your Club has submitted a package for the Gold Leader Club Award for 2012 to AMA in order to meet the
March deadline. The outstanding efforts of the Las Vegas Radio Control Club will be recognized by the
AMA.
It is your club and your 2012 Officers are here to assist
in carrying out your wishes. It is imperative that you let
us know at the monthly club meetings what your desires are so the club can vote on it and make it happen.
If you do not attend the meetings we will never know
what your desires are for LVRCC.

Wayne

What’s New With the LVRC…
By Alec Sonenthal, Aerial View editor
2012 started off with a bang with our annual New Year’s
Day Potluck and fun fly. The weather was incredible,
and more than 100 friends and fliers came out to celebrate 2012. We went through six fried turkeys and
enough goodies to feed an army! Thanks to all for
making for a great start to 2012!
Then, we learned that the Aerial View won second place
in the AMA 75th Anniversary Newsletter contest. It was
exciting for both yours truly and for our club, which
makes the Aerial View what it is. It is a recognition for
all of us in the LVRC!

Finally, we are trying something new on April 21. For
the first time, the LVRC is sponsoring a community
swap meet and fun fly. Dubbed RC Palooza 2012, this
event is open to the entire community. Parking lot spaces
are $15.00 each and we’ll have a fun fly and training day
for everyone who wants to come out. Check out
www.greenbrook.com/rcpalooza/ for more details.

We just concluded a top-knotch fun fly with our annual
Las Vegas Fun Fly. Managed by Rockie Roper, this
LVRC sponsored event brought out the top helicopter
pilots from all over the US (and world). The flying field
was packed with fliers, vendors, and hundreds of visitors!
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Do You Recognize this Guy?
By Greg Clemenson
When he agreed to pay for the construction of the current
Bennett field, the agreement with the County stipulated the
Las Vegas Radio Control club would have exclusive use of
the field six weekends per year for their flying contests.
This agreement was for 15 years. The 15 years expired in
2007.

Most in the club will not be able to tell you. Personally, I
never met him. But I know Bill Bennett was the Steve Wynn
or Kirk Kirkorian of Las Vegas in the 1980's. He was one
of the richest men in the world. He also enjoyed flying radio
control airplanes and helicopters.

One reason Bill Bennett constructed the flying field was to
host the Tournament of Champions (TOC). This invitation
only event featured cash prizes to winners which is not
rivaled to this day. Of course, Mr. Bennett didn't miss the
opportunity to promote his hotel/casino and his hobby shop.

He personally financed the construction of three model
aircraft fields in Las Vegas. Only one remains. Known as
the William G. Bennett Radio Control Aircraft Field. It was
called the Circus Circus R/C field initially because Mr.
Bennett owned the hotel and casino. He also owned the
Luxor, the Edgewater and Colorado Belle in Laughlin and
Circus Circus Tunica in Mississippi. After he sold his
interests in those properties he purchased the Sahara Hotel
and Casino.
Only the top R/C pilots were invited. The TOC was truly a
spectator event.
While he insisted the club have privileges at the field, he was
not an active member of the club. In fact, he may not have
been a dues paying member at all, but rather an honorary
member.
Most everyone who knew Mr. Bennett described him as one
of the most generous people they knew. For example, a
labor dispute between the Culinary Union and the Frontier
Hotel resulted in a strike. He spent $1 million a year to feed
the picketing workers for 10 years. The strike ended when
the hotel was sold and the new owners settled with the union.

He loved flying model helicopters but was not very good at
it. It cost him so much to repair them that he decided to open
a retail hobby shop just so he could get his heli parts at
wholesale. It was called Circus Hobbies and was located on
Industrial Road a couple miles South of the hotel.
He did a lot more mail order business than walk in. He
arranged an exclusive distributorship for the United States
for Japan Radio controllers. He sold them under the Circus
Hobbies brand. We now know them as JR radios.

Continued on page 4
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Getting Started in Your New Hobby of Radio Control Airplanes
Getting started in flying RC Airplanes is much easier than
many folks think, and today's models do not take a lot of
assembly and building skills. Many RTF or Ready-to-fly rc
airplanes are available and are much more affordable than
you think. Revolutionary computer technology affords the
new airplane pilot to teach yourself to fly with no help from
an instructor. What about crashes? The new high tech planes
available now are easy to fix in case of a crash.

month. These morning sessions will let you chat with an
instructor and put your hands on a RC airplane...you'll
actually get to fly the plane!
You may want to also consider an RC Airplane Simulator
(available at most hobby stores). These simulators are excellent ways to practice before you even take your new
plane out to the field.
Continued on page 6

Some Terminology

Do You Recognize this Guy?

When you shop for an RC Airplane you will notice that they
are placed into 3 main categories. This is important because
you don't want a surprise later thinking you are getting a
complete kit if it is not designed that way.

Continued from page 3
Then there was the story of the pan handler who asked for
a dollar as Bill Bennett was entering the Golden Nugget
Hotel. Bill would not give the man a dollar, but would buy
his hat for $1. The beggar said, "no'" as it was his favorite
hat. Bill upped the ante to $5, then $10, then $20 for the
hat as Mr. Bennett refused to give the man a handout. Each
time the panhandler refused the offer until it reached $100!
At that point the exchange of the hat and the $100 was
made. Once inside the hotel, the hat quickly made its way
in the nearest garbage can! This is the account of great
story teller, Bob Pickens.

(RTF) Ready to Fly - These airplanes come with everything that is needed to fly, and require very minor assembly
such as adding the wing, tail and perhaps the propeller and
then you are ready to fly. These kits include a radio system
and no building is required. Today this category is the most
popular because it offers new pilots a quicker path to the
flying field.
(PNP) Plug N Play - This new style of kit is now becoming
very popular with intermediate pilots. Plug and play RC
airplane kits come factory built with most of the work
already done for you. All you do is buy or provide your
favorite radio system plug in the receiver and fly. These kits
are a cost saving alternative to a ready to fly kit if you
already have the radio equipment that is required.
(ARF) Almost Ready to Fly - These kits are designed for
pilots who enjoy both building and saving money. ARF kits
require some building and include a basic airframe and in
some cases a motor. The builder is responsible for providing
an engine, radio system, and other parts to complete the kit.
These ARF kits are designed for very experienced pilots
who enjoy the building process as part of the hobby.
First Steps
How do you get started? Here are a few tips to help you get
started in the RC airplane hobby.
Your first airplane...you can get started with a fuel-powered
plane, or you can check out an electric aircraft. There are
two schools of thought here, and you should check both out
at your local flying field. Typically, electric is less expensive and requires less field equipment than a nitro fueled
airplane. THere are very good trainers available in both fuel
and electric aircraft.

William G. Bennett died December 22, 2002.
Largely through the efforts of former LVRC member Nels
Segel, William G. Bennett was inducted into the Academy
of Model Aircraft Hall of Fame in 2006. The plaque was
presented
to
Mr.
Bennett's
friend/airplane
builder/mechanic Donny Weiss at SuperFly V, the allelectric fun fly.

The best recommendation is to visit Bennett Field and chat
with our friendly flight instructors. Feel free to walk around
and look at the different aircraft, and everyone is happy to
answer some questions! You are always welcome at our
monthly trainer days, typically the third Saturday of each

A biography of Mr. Bennett, Forgotten Man was published late 2010. The story of his family and business life
is told in the first person by his three children, friends, and
business associates. The book is a quick read and is
available for loan from the LVRC library.
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Huge Turnout for 2012 Helicopter Fun Fly!
The weekend of March 9-11 provided incredible
weather and huge crowds for this years Helicopter Fun
Fly at Bennett Field!

Hundreds of visitors visited Bennett field, visiting the
numerous vendors and enjoying the flying of some of
the greatest Helicopter pilots in the world, including
our club’s very own Danny Szabo and Alan Szabo, Jr.

Sponsored by the LVRC and contest director Rockie
Roper, more than two dozen pilots from all over the
world were on hand for great demonstrations, new
products, paintball games (you heard right) and the
famous Align obstacle course.

Other sponsored flyers present at the weekend event
included Marty Kuhn's, Danny Mattox, Bert Kammerer, Greggor McGrath, Tim Jones, Leon Luke, Brian
Tran, Devon LeBlanc, and Bobby Watts.

Photography by Alec Sonenthal
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Getting Started in RC Flight

Club Instructor Profile: Mike Rost

Continued from page 4

A Few Considerations
How much does it cost?
A lot depends on your budget. You can spend as little
as $100 or as much as $1,000 on the basic equipment.
Average cost for a complete (but no frills) beginner
package runs around $200-$350.

You can find club instructor Mike Rost accompanied by his wife
(and club member) Anita Rost most weekends at Bennett Field.
Mike is a friendly guy, and is happy to help anyone and everyone
get started in RC flight.

How fast does a model go?
Trainers usually cruise at 25-30 mph and can land at
speeds as slow as 12-15 mph. However, there are
off-the-shelf planes that can fly up to 200 mph!
How far can a model fly?
The range for a modern R/C system is about a mile.
But to maintain control, you need to have your model
close enough to tell what it is doing. Even a plane with
a 5-6 foot wingspan looks tiny at half a mile.
What happens if I run out of fuel in flight?
Contrary to popular belief, you have control even if
your engine stops running. You just glide your plane
in for a "dead stick" landing. The radio system has its
own batteries for power.

Resources for Learning
More About RC
Las Vegas Radio Control Club
www.lvrcc.com
Las Vegas Soaring Club
Lasvegassoaring.org
PropNuts R/C Club of Las Vegas
www.propnuts.org
Academy of Model Aeronautics
www.modelaircraft.org
International Miniature Aerobatic Club
www.mini-iac.com

Mike's journey in radio control started twice. The first time was
1972, when Mike did some flying on a buddy box, but a new job
took him away from the hobby before he could really get into the
sport.
The second time about five years ago, and decided to get back in
the the hobby. Mike started acquiring airplanes, something that
continues to this very day. Mike's motto is "You can't have too
many airplanes!"
Mike remembered crashing a quite a few planes until he finally
found a good flight instructor
"Learning to fly from an good instructor taught me more than
how to fly an RC airplane," Mike said. "I was a school teacher
for a while, and enjoy working with with kids and other folks. I
found out I liked teaching people to fly, and I've been an instructor for about 3 years."
Mike"s favorite flying tips to new students are to use very small
stick motions, and to learn on a plane that can take a lot of abuse.
Save the fancy airplanes until you are comfortable flying!

Int’l Radio Controlled Helicopter Assoc.
www.ircha.org
U.S. Scale Masters
http://www.scalemasters.org/Home.html

Learning to Fly ?

EVFlyers (Boulder City Club)
http://www.evflyers.org

Want to fly a Remote Control Aircraft?
You can! We have Trainer Day the third
Saturday of the month except December.
Check the Events Calendar at
www.lvrcc.com for dates.

R/C Airplane World
http://www.rc-airplane-world.com/
RC Electric Aircraft
http://www.rc-electric-aircraft-info.com/
Tower Hobbies RC Web Directory (Huge)
http://www.towerhobbies.com/rcweb.html
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LVRC Flight Instructors
Are Here to Help!

Club News and Views

Membership has it privileges, and being a member of the
LVRC has lot’s of benefits. One of the great benefits,
especially for beginners, are our club instructors. Even if
you aren’t a club member, our instructors are still happy
to work with you!
Each instructor is AMA certified to train and instruct, and
more important, are happy and willing to spend time with
you! It’s not just time in the air, either!
Each of these instructors will assist you in flight prep, the
essentials of flight, equipment management, and much more.
If you have construction challenges, repairs, or just fine-tuning the performance of your plane or helicopter, they’ll be
there for you as well. So, whether you just come out to the
field, come to a meeting, or simply call one of these guys, get
out there and get started!
Brad Rich, zvent@yahoo.com, 302-6016

Upcoming Meetings
April 19, 2012
May 17, 2012
June 21, 2012
July 21, 2012
All meetings are at 7:00 p.m. In the back room
of the Skyline Casino Restaurant. Show up an
hour early for dinner with fellow club members!

Trainer Days
April 21, 2012
May 19, 2012
June 16, 2012
June 21, 2012

Events and Competitions
April 21 - RC Palooza 2012.

Chad Lindamood, chadlindamood@yahoo.com

Swap Meeting, Fun FLy and Trainer Day.

Dan Garcia, daniel.rcplanesgarcia@gmail.com, 767-9977
Wayne McGartlin, mcgartlin@cox.net, 275-0604
Mike Kissack, fordmw6996@cox.net, 752-7172

May 1 - National Retail Hobby Store Assoc.
Demo flights at Bennett Field.
September 15-16, 2012 - IMAC (International Miniature Aerobatic Club)
Competition at Bennett Field

Mike Rost, lvrcsec@gmail.com

News and Updates

Dane Martin, dane_angela@yahoo.com

2012 Dues and Membership Cards. We
are now collecting 2010 dues and handing
out membership cards. You can pay at the
next meeting, or if you see Rockie Roper at
the field, you can drop off a check there.

William Bennett Field Reminders
Our flying field is a fabulous asset and a great
place to fly, but there are some reminders for all
who fly there::
Please fly with courtesy and respect to your
fellow fliers.
No equipment, fuel, planes or helicopters can
be on the picnic benches under the shelter,
under any circumstances!
You must have a current AMA card in your
possession at all times!
Flying is allowable from 7:00 a.m. to dusk.
Please note that Clark County Park Police may
ticket you for any of these infractions, so be
warned!
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Area Hobby Stores

All Types of Fun at Bennett Field!

Dansey's Hobbies
4252 E. Charleston Blvd.
(702) 453-7223

Henderson Hobbies
117 Water Street
(702) 834-4024

Hobby People West
2610 S. Decatur Blvd

(702) 871-6191

Hobbytown USA
5085 W. Sahara Ave.
(702) 889-9554

Hobby People East
5466 Boulder Hwy
(702) 547-2204

Nice Twice Hobbies
3111 S. Valley View Blvd,
# A-117
(702) 876-2280

What’s the Deal with Radio Controlled Park Flyers?
Beginner planes or trainers are high-wing airplanes with some
dihedral in the wing. This makes the plane more stable, and gives
it some self-righting characteristics, making it much easier and
more forgiving for a beginner to learn on.

The Academy of Model Aeronautics defines a “park flyer” as an
electric powered, remotely controlled, model aircraft, incapable of
exceeding speeds of 60 mph, with a total flying weight of less than
2lbs. For many individuals, these park flyer aircraft are a quick &
inexpensive way to get into the RC aircraft
hobby.

Learning to Fly
When learning to fly larger RC aircraft,
you typically start out on a “buddy-box”
or “trainer-box”. With this setup, an instructor flies the aircraft with the radio
transmitter, and passes control to the student (using a trainer box connected to the
transmitter) for short periods of time. This
allows the student to fly his/her aircraft,
while having an instructor ready to take
control if necessary. Unfortunately, most
RTF park flyers do not come with a radio
systems that are capable of using such a

The AMA offers a Park Pilot Program
(PPP), with reduced fees, insurance, quarterly magazine, and is a great resource for
getting started! (visit www.parkflyer.org for
more info)
Your First Park Flyer
One of the best ways to start out with a
park flyer is to purchase a complete,
“ready-to-fly” (RTF) package. These
packages include everything you need to
get your aircraft into the air. Most park flyer packages include a
pre-built park flyer aircraft (with only a few minutes of assembly
required), at least one battery pack, a battery charger, a radio
system and power system (transmitter, receiver, servos, speed
controller, and electric motor).

trainer box setup!
Everyone is welcome to contact a LVRC flight instructor, who will
help you purchase your airplane and will help you on your training
flights - membership in LVRC is NOT required!

It is very important to start with a good beginner or “trainer”
aircraft. Unfortunately, many of the “cool” looking scale and
aerobatic aircraft are quite difficult for beginners to learn on, so
resist the urge to start with a model that is too advanced for your
skills!

RC flight simulators are invaluable when learning to fly. The better
simulators, such as Real Flight and FS One, can be purchased at
your local hobby shop. For the more budget conscious, a free
simulator, called FMS, can be found at this web address:
www.flying-model-simulator.com.
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